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/ START A METHOD FOR PRESENTING A SECTOR \ 
I MENU ASA USER NA VIGATES A POINTER J 
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THE METHOD GATHERS INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE POINTER AND ITS 
WINDOWING ENVIRONMENT (SEE FIGS. 4B-4D) 
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THE METHOD EDUCES AN INTENTION OF THE 
USER (SEE FIGS. 4E) 
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THE METHOD DISPLAYS THE SECTOR MENU 
THAT MOVES WITH THE POINTER 
(SEE FIGS. 4F-4G) 
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Fig.4A. 
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THE USER NAVIGATES THE 
POINTER TOWARD A USER 
INTERFACE TARGET 
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THE MOUSE INFORMATION 
GATHERER OBTAINS MOUSE 
INFORMATION 
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THE METHOD PLACES THE MOUSE 
INFORMATION (E.G., POSITION, VELOCITY, 
ACCELERATION ETC.) INTO THE CACHE 
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THE METHOD OBTAINS INFORMATION REGARDING 
USER INTERFACE (UI) ELEMENTS OF INTEREST FROM 
THE WINDOWING ENVIRONMENT 



416 



THE METHOD PLACES THE UI ELEMENT 
INFORMATION (E.G., BUTTONS, 
CONTROLS ETC.) INTO THE CACHE 
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A CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES A USE 
COUNT (POPULARITY) AND A TIMESTAMP (AGE) OF A 
UI ELEMENT INTO THE CACHE FOR ANALYSIS 
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FigAC. 



THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES INTO THE 
CACHE INFORMATION REGARDING MENU ITEMS 
THAT ARE TO BE STATIC OR DYNAMIC 
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THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES INTO 
THE CACHE ONE OR MORE MENU ITEMS THAT 
MUST BE PRESENT IN THE SECTOR MENU 
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THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES INTO THE 
CACHE INFORMATION REGARDING SPECIFIC MENU 
ITEMS FOR A PARTICULAR SOFTWARE APPLICATION 
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THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES INTO THE 
CACHE INFORMATION REGARDING WHEN THE 
SECTOR MENU WOULD BE PRESENTED TO THE USER 
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THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES 
INTO THE CACHE INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE SHAPE OF THE SECTOR MENU 
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THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES 
INTO THE CACHE INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE SIZE OF THE SECTOR MENU 
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THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES 
INTO THE CACHE ALPHA BLENDING OF THE 
SECTOR MENU'S SEGMENTS 



THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES 
INTO THE CACHE TEXT FORMATTING OF THE 
SECTOR MENU'S SEGMENTS 



THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES 
INTO THE CACHE COLOR FORMATTING OF 
SECTOR MENU'S SEGMENTS 



THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT PLACES 
INTO THE CACHE WHETHER ICONS ARE TO BE 
USED FOR MENU ITEMS 
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THE EMPATHETIC INTERFACE PROJECTS A TARGET 
AREA IN THE DIRECTION TOWARD WHICH THE 
POINTER IS BEING NAVIGATED 



I 



THE EMPATHETIC INTERFACE DETERMINES 
THE UI ELEMENTS OF INTEREST THAT ARE 
WITHIN THE PROJECTED SEGMENT AREA 
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THE EMPATHETIC INTERFACE 
CALCULATES A PROBABILITY SCORE 
FOR EACH UI ELEMENT 
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THE EMPATHETIC INTERFACE PLACES 
PROBABILITY SCORES INTO THE CACHE 
ASSOCIATED WITH UI ELEMENTS 
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FigAF. 
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THE METHOD FORMATS EACH MENU ITEM IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A CORRESPONDING PROBABILITY 
SCORE FOR A UI ELEMENT AND FORMAT SPECIFICATION 
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THE METHOD CAUSES THE GRAPHICS ENGINE 
TO RENDER THE SECTOR MENU AND MOVE THE 
SECTOR MENU ALONG WITH THE POINTER 
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THE CONFIGURATION COMPONENT OBTAINS 
NEW INFORMATION IN THE CACHE AND WRITES 
IT IN THE CENTRAL HIERARCHICAL DATABASE 
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FigAG. 
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NO 



NO 



THE METHOD ACTIVATES THE UI 
ELEMENT THAT CORRESPONDS 
WITH THE MENU ITEM 






THE EMPATHETK 
THE USER ACT 
CACHE FOR FUi 


: ENGINE WRITES 
ION INTO THE 
HIRE ANALYSIS 
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